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Have you ever dreamed of pulling up stakes and moving to Mexico after retiring? Have you

considered Los Cabos, Puerto Penasco, Playa del Carmen, Chacala, Lake Chapala,

Cuernavaca, La Paz, San Felipe, Rosarito Beach or Tepoztlán?This book was initiated as a

result of reading a question from a reader in a blog somewhere. She wanted to know why she

should move to Puerto Unknown Mexico. She didn’t know anyone there, but it interested her. I

knew nothing of Puerto Unknown or Playa Faraway Mexico.If she wanted to know, then others

might want to know - and they might have questions about other places in Mexico. So I sent out

invitations through several channels seeking people who would be interested in writing about

their various communities. The response was great. As a matter of fact, I had to set a limit of

ten articles. But this book is about more than just articles on those ten (10) communities.What

else is included in this book? In addition to wanting to know about different areas, retirees and

potential retirees we heard from had an interest in knowing about owning real estate and

financing real estate. A frequent question was, “If they bought a property in Mexico, would Title

Insurance be available?”We attempt to address some of these concerns in Part 2 of the book,

which we refer to as, “The Expatriates Essential Knowledge Base.”Many Expatriates are also

interested in taxes. What are their tax liabilities? Will they have to pay income tax on their US

income? If they earn money in Mexico, will the US tax them on that income? Included is an

interesting article by Don Nelson, an Expatriate/Attorney/CPA. Don answers many of these

questions. The book also has some general information on becoming a Mexican citizen and

dual citizenship.We are not attempting to answer all of your questions about living in Mexico,

but wanted to give you a general understanding of the topic. There is also contact information

in the book should you need additional information.Please Note: A fee may be required/

incurred for more detailed information."Never quit Dreaming or trying to make your Dreams

reality.

About the AuthorElizabeth Abbott Green is a former legal secretary for a large DC firm, and a

former secretary and computer programmer for the USDA Forest Service. She has raised three

children through the turbulence of the '60s and '70s and the upheaval of 20 years of military

life. She has moved over 40 times, including family moves to residences in 11 states and

Morocco; she has lived in four foreign countries, including three in the Middle East and North

Africa. She has been a devoted student of the Bible for over 30 years and sees the world

running out of time.--This text refers to the paperback edition.
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Introduction Mexico-Expatriate Insights Why Mexico? I am asked that question quite

frequently by readers of my book, “Baja Diaries-Chronicles of a Paradise Lost.” Why did you

and your wife retire in Mexico instead of Florida, New Mexico or another foreign country other

than Mexico? I decided to make the answer the Preface to the second edition. I never really

considered any other place, domestic or foreign. Many years ago I read a book entitled,

“Choose Mexico.” A sub-title stated that you could retire to Mexico for 30.00 dollars per day.

The book was written by John Howells. It is now in the ninth edition. With each subsequent

edition that daily dollar figure increased. Now that subtitle no longer appears on the cover. After

reading Howell’s book until it was nearly worn out, I discovered a Newsletter called AIM,

“Adventures in Mexico.” This was very exciting to me. It was up to the minute information about

different places to retire in Mexico. The author would visit a town in Mexico and he would write

about the suitability for Americans to retire to this particular area. He would research food

prices, housing prices and the availability of rentals and pricing in each area visited. His

descriptions were vivid and in my mind I would massage these descriptions into a reality of my

own. The newsletter was published six times per year and I anxiously awaited the arrival of

each newsletter printed with green ink. I believe the newsletter still exists. Why Mexico? After

living in Tucson, Arizona in the Sonoran desert for a number of years, I began to hallucinate in

the hot summers. My hallucinations would be of waves lapping on the shore and a cool ocean

breeze. I would place myself in the picture, sitting on a blanket on the beach drinking a

Cerveza (beer) and reading one of my favorite novels. One summer my wife and I were trying

to decide where to go on a week’s vacation. A friend at our church suggested Ensenada,

Mexico. On occasion we had driven from our home in Tucson to Nogales, Sonora but that was



a border town and not the "Real" Mexico. Of course Nogales had its charm and restaurants

and shops, the Oaxacan children selling Chiclets and so on, but that wasn’t enough. We took

our friends suggestion that we should vacation in Ensenada and the adventure began. When

we crossed the border into Mexico from Chula Vista, CA, that’s when the love affair with the

country of Mexico began. We had magnificent views of the Pacific Ocean for nearly the entire

drive, after exiting the madness of Tijuana. Why Mexico? Because it is a Third World Country

right at our southern border. Make no mistake, when you cross the International Border from

Texas, Arizona or California, you are in a Third World Country. However, the country is moving

further from Third World status every year. Why Mexico? Because the cost of Medical and

Dental care is much less expensive. The cost of medical insurance is not prohibitive. Why

Mexico? Because we could afford to live in a home a stone’s throw from the Pacific Ocean

where we could watch the Dolphins in the distance, see Pelicans diving for their dinner and see

the Whales going south for the winter to spawn in warmer waters. We could easily afford the

luxury of a weekly housekeeper and other services which would be very costly in the US. Why

Mexico? Because the Mexican people are so friendly and accommodating. They are very

tolerant of the Americans trying to learn their language and even those Americans that are

ignorant of the Mexican customs and traditions. Why Mexico?My answer to that question is

another question. “Why not Mexico?” The chapters in this book were written by non-writers for

the most part. They were written by American and Canadian retirees to give potential retirees

some insight into why they should consider retiring to their piece of paradise in their adoptive

home, Mexico. Book 2 in this series is being assembled. All communities of interest could not

be included in one volume. The 2nd volume will include San Miguel de Allende, Oaxaca,

Mazatlan and seven more retirement locations in Mexico. We currently have a title"Become an

Expatriate-Retire to Sonora, Mexico," which offers insights on several retirement communities

in the state of Sonora. George on George The author of this article and Editor of this book,

George Puckett, an African American, is a writer with several books to his credit. His first book

on Mexico, "Baja Diaries-Chronicles of a Paradise Lost," was written after residing for 7 years

in an American/Canadian expatriate community south of Ensenada, Mexico. After 7 years he

and his wife had to leave Mexico when their son was involved in a car accident and rendered

quadriplegic. Because of the growing popularity of the Internet over the last 12 years we were

able to keep in touch with friends and develop new friends through several websites we

developed., our and our 

Los Cabos is Home-By Carol Billups By Carol BillupsLos Cabos: Retire in ParadiseIf you’re

interested in delving into the traditional Mexican culture, you are probably reading the wrong

chapter. But if you want a comfortable retirement without some of the normal frustrations of

expatriate living, Los Cabos may be just what you need. Our culture isn’t true Mexico, but a

blend all three North American cultures.Here’s today’s trivia which might shed some light on

things. At the end of the Mexican American War in 1848, Mexico ended up ceding

approximately one third of their territory to the United States. Included in that was the Baja

Peninsula. The US took one look at the description of this barren desert and handed it right

back. Yep, you heard that right: they refused Baja California. The government of Mexico took

the attitude of ignoring Baja completely. Which was fine for about a century. Most Mexicans

didn’t think about Baja and most Americans didn’t know it existed. A few wealthy Hollywood

types used it as their hang-out, arriving by private plane or yacht. As there was no road, those

were the only means of access. Check out this video to see what conditions were like back

then All that changed thanks to Chevrolet. In 1968 Mexico hosted the summer Olympics, and



was anxious to show the world a modern, successful country. And they mostly succeeded. But,

about that time, Chevy decided to show how rugged their new pick-up trucks were and made

commercials about how they could withstand the harshest conditions on earth: the Baja. They

made a big deal about the territory being so primitive that there were no roads. They were

correct, by the way. And yes, they aired those commercials during the Olympics. It is rumored

that the President of Mexico, Gustavo Diaz Ordaz, saw the commercials (aired around the

globe) and was mortified. Work began on the famous Transpeninsular Highway, or Mexico

Route 1, which was opened in 1973. Coincidence? We don’t think so. Ironically, if you look at

the map you can see that the highway is very good at providing access to Los Cabos from the

US, but not from the mainland of Mexico. It basically became a funnel, bringing tourists all the

way to the cape. Almost instantly this tiny town of only a few hundred souls became a much-

sought-after escape and as its popularity grew many of those visitors stayed on and began

adding their customs to those they found. Today it’s estimated that 60% of residents speak

English and you’re just as likely to see Christmas trees and Santa Claus as more traditional

Mexican holiday symbols. There are American style football teams, and the restaurants put on

big celebrations for both Thanksgiving days (American and Canadian).If you’re language

challenged you’ll have no problem in Los Cabos. In fact, many of us find it frustrating that we

never get a chance to practice our Spanish! The banks, the medical personnel, most

businesses have English language speaking personnel. We have all the services American

and Canadian ex-pats want, including imported products in the stores and US or Canadian

television in the bars and restaurants. We have the activities retirees require, most importantly

fishing and golf. Services are bilingual in many churches. The large ex-pat population (we call

ourselves ‘locals’) is friendly and inclusive.Every decade or so Los Cabos gets picked to host

an international event, most recently it was the G-20 summit meeting. Prior to the event the

government will update our infrastructure and make sure Los Cabos is the perfect image of a

vibrant, successful city (which it is). When the attendees depart we get to keep the goodies.

Retirees will find it very comfortable to adapt to life here, as it closely mirrors where they came

from. Except with better weather and friendlier people. Now, we must address personal safety.

Despite what you might read in the US press, Mexico in general and Los Cabos in particular,

are very safe. There is almost no crime in Los Cabos, we are rated as the second safest city in

Mexico. In today’s news blog there was only one crime report in the area. AHEM. A

norteamericana (American woman) was arrested for shoplifting. I’m not saying there is no

crime, but as an American or Canadian retiree you’re unlikely to see it. Yes, if you’re wandering

around in the small hours, obviously have been drinking, and flashing some bling you are going

to make yourself a target. But that’s no different than any other place on earth. In nearly two

decades we have been the target of exactly one crime. Back in the 90’s we were having dinner

downtown on a chilly evening, and when we went back to the car someone had taken Bob’s

favorite sweater. Of course the car was unlocked and the windows down, and the sweater was

in plain sight on the back seat. Oh yeah, Los Cabos is a dangerous place! Although the cost of

living in Cabo is higher than the mainland it is still much less than the U.S. or Canada. For

example our annual property tax is about $130 USD (actually half that now that Bob has an

‘old age’ card). My yearly car insurance premium is about $460 USD, and Bob can see a

specialist at the hospital for approximately $40. The restaurants we frequent aren’t the same as

the tourists use, and the food is sometimes superior. I won’t name the extremely well known

‘Mexican’ restaurant in Cabo, but they charge a fortune for a carnitas plate. Actually, I have it on

extremely good authority they buy those carnitas from Michoacana. I took some clients to

Michoacana for lunch this week. The bill for the three of us was just over $10, and we had to



take at least another serving home. You can read more about the cost of living on my blog. This

is a link to one post, there are others on either side of itBottom line: why wouldn’t you want to

retire in Los Cabos? It’s all here for you. About the AuthorCarol Billups is Broker/Owner of

Cabo Realty Pros, a full service real estate agency in Cabo San Lucas. She lives in Cabo with

her husband Bob and their two Boston Terrors [sic] and would NOT consider moving for

anything. You can read more about retirement in Los Cabos at   

Sid's View of Lake Chapala-By Sid Grosvenor Why Lake ChapalaSid Grosvenor Have you

ever had dreams of retiring to an exotic retirement haven and living a lavish lifestyle and even

being able to afford servants, eat out at nice restaurants as often as you feel like it, and still

have money left over to take exciting vacations to World Heritage Site Cities?Well you’re not

alone. Many people have this dream, but they’re held back by uncertainty, self doubt, and

fear.They may not know just where to begin, what prudent steps to take, who to trust and so

their dreams have been stalled.Not sure just how you came to be reading these words. It may

just be chance, luck or even Divine Providence.I’ve done it. I’m a researcher at heart and I put

my past experience of being a police officer for 35 years and a practicing attorney to work even

before the Internet was popular, to find the perfect place for my little slice of paradise.Now, I’m

living my dream at safe, beautiful and affordable Lake Chapala, Mexico and delight in sharing

my good fortune with people just like you from all over North America. In this short section I

want to give you a brief introduction to my insider’s view of “Why Lake Chapala.”Lots of places

in Mexico have nice weather, but being near the same latitude as Hawaii we have many of the

same beautiful flowers, blooming trees, fruits and veggies as they have, but without so many

bugs and humidity. Why? Because we’re a mile high lake Denver and our average temperature

is 73 F. year around.Like in most of Mexico, fresh fruit and veggies are abundant and

inexpensive, but we also have a local organic market.Lake Chapala is in the Mexican State of

Jalisco and our International Airport is under half an hour from Lake Chapala and just under an

hour from the second largest city in Mexico, Guadalajara.Why is this important? In a word,

Convenience! We have most everything you would want right here at Lake Chapala. Yes, we

even have a large Wal-Mart, but have retained our small Mexican town feel and look, because

Lake Chapala’s North Shore is not one giant Gringo enclave.North Americans and about 30

other Nationalities live in a string of towns, villages, and developments along about 30 miles of

Lake Chapala’s North Shore. (Lake Chapala is almost like an inland sea and covers over 400

square miles.)But, that being said, it’s nice to have a city of 4.5 million people under an hour

drive away for all those big city things North Americans like. Ladies, there are 5 or 6 giant world

class malls there.One whole mall is devoted to shoes. You can park hubby across the street at

a sidewalk café to enjoy a coffee and do some people watching while you shop till you’re ready

to almost drop.You’ll have to look long and hard to find “the ugly American” at Lake Chapala.

You know what I mean, the kind of folks who think that North Americans are somehow better

than others. They are the kind of people that flaunt their higher economic level and show a lack

of respect for other cultures.
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Julia Busch, “From Dream to Practical Reality. Author George Puckett and a team of expats,

start you dreaming of retirement in Mexico in the first half of "Mexico-Expatriate

Insights"...sunny beaches, wake up to the waves lapping the shore...watch dolphins from your

porch rocker with a cerveza in one hand...way low taxes and medical insurance...cost of

medical care...even start your own business for fun and profit with low cost

management...name your pleasure...Second half offers the practical aspects as to making

those dreams a reality...how to choose a realtor...mortgages...titles...taxes you may owe Uncle

Sam maintaining your US citizenship...and much more. Plus there are links to track down more

information. Well researched. If you're sniffing the air for a place where...he gives a helluva

sales pitch for Mexico. Check it out!”

Crystal R, “Terrific little read on Mexico. I picked up this book because my parents recently said

that they were considering retiring in Mexico. I was not very happy about the news but after

reading this book I found myself not only feeling better about it but thinking that there may be a

spot for me in Mexico too! Lol.The book is a series of stories for expatriates all around Mexico.

They share stories of the spots that they retired to and what has made their lifestyle so great.

Many of these spots I had never heard of and they do a great job of really bringing it to

life.There is also a lot of good practical tips for those of you really considering doing this.All in

all, it a good book an well worth the asking price. It both inspires and shares valuable tips.”

alanmaria, “Retiring or even thinking about moving to Mexico?. I have a little bit un puco of

Spanish heritage in my family, so anything about Spanish speaking countries interest me.I

don't have plans to retire in Mexico but I do intend to visit it one day. I like the idea that this



book is based from stories of real people that actually live there, and not just gathered

information about Mexico which are downloadable anywhere from internet. Very handy to learn

some facts too based from the mouth of these expats, so you know you are not getting second

hand info. This book got me interested to know more about this country, and would surely add

to our itinerary when my husband and I decide to visit North America one day.”

KMB13, “Enjoy Retirement in Mexico. As an American who also lives outside the country

(although not in Mexico), I was anxious to read George Puckett's book about retirement in

Mexico.I liked reading about the move he and his wife made to Mexico, but I especially liked

that the book was a compilation of viewpoints from many different expats. There were some

common aspects touched on by each person, but in addition, each expat had some different

insights into the benefits of living in Mexico.In addition, different towns were presented, thereby

giving the reader a taste of several different possibilities.If you're thinking about retirement

outside the borders of the U.S., you can do yourself a favor to read Mexico Expatriate

Insights.Want to retire somewhere interesting and less expensive - why not Mexico?”

S. Cox, “Retire in Mexico!. Puckett and a team of contributors make a strong case for retiring or

simply relocating to our neighbor to the south, extolling its beautiful beaches, highly favorable

dollar-to-peso exchange rate, and its friendly people. Each of Puckett's co-authors are

expatriates themselves, and offer up a chapter on his or her place of residence in Mexico.

Whether or not you're looking to relocate, Puckett's book makes for an interesting and eye-

opening read.”

Brad Hayes, “Great Information. I am a part time expat who spends some time in Asia and the

concept of this book is outstanding. I have thought about writing about my times in Thailand,

and I may use this book for ideas on how to accomplish that task. This is more than a travel

book which makes it more intriguing because it is the testimony of folks are living the life away

from their native country. Great book, get it and get the bug to explore out of your comfort zone.”

Sunny Colorado, “A review of Baja California from real expats who love it there. I keep joking I

am going to move to an Island for retirement. Then I discovered George's book, and it

rekindled a desire to do more research. I also have a soft spot for Mexico, for as a child living

in Phoenix, we made trips to Nogales, and as an adult in San Diego, we made trips to

Ensenada. This was a captivating read, as there were a number of expats who shared their

love for the simpler life in specific locations. I definitely am going to explore more writings from

George Puckett.”

Dixie Chapman, “Awesome insights. Honest, unbiased insights from an expat living in Mexico.

A very reliable read I would highly recommend this book for anyone living in Mexico or just

thinking about it.”

The book by George Puckett has a rating of  5 out of 3.7. 27 people have provided feedback.
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